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phrase of Prussian diplomacy ever since the change of
dynasty. No one asked what the Prussian State had ever
gained by the friendship of England, and whether Prussia
was not now strong enough to dispense with it.

" As blissfully hopeful now as he had been at Rome,
Bunsen regarded any personal friendliness shown to him in
London as a political victory, and seriously believed that the
least genial of all nations could be won over by geniality ;
he innocently hoped that the British would not put any
obstacle in the way of an extension of the Zollverein, and
that in case Germany acquired any colonies, Great Britain
would affectionately protect them with her fleet. The
English regarded their ardent admirer with a quiet irony, and
lost no time in turning to account his unrequited love.
' Ritter Bunsen/ as he was called at court, was soon a lion
of London society and a special favourite of the newspaper
reporters. In addition to the enormous mass of his de-
spatches and memoirs, which were invariably witty and
invariably unpractical, he contrived to win a place in the
world's history for his book on Egypt, and to continue his
liturgical studies. Thus he was equally intimate with the
diplomatic, the learned, and the ecclesiastical circles of
London, and was always ready to relate with a just pride
how he had been the only foreigner present at a banquet of
the Lord Mayor or the Archbishop of Canterbury; or how
his speech delivered in faultless English had been enthusi-
astically received by some assembly; or how the University
of Oxford, more grateful than the German Universities,
had honoured him with a doctor's degree. He made use of
this brilliant social position to found numerous societies
for the benefit of the German residents in London, and also
to give a helping hand to the young German scholars who
assisted him in his labours. In the opinion of the public
at large, it was to the advantage of the Prussian State that,
throughout the vast metropolis, the Prussian Minister
should form a constant topic of conversation. In point of
fact, his political activity in London, as before in Rome,